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In my address to the Schools
United Rally in Dublin last
December I stated that we would
“let all political parties know that
when they come before the
electorate that there would be a
heavy political price to be paid for
sacrificing our children’s future”.

When deciding which way we vote
we consider the public good, what
is best for our communities and
what best serves our country as a
whole. A commitment by
candidates and political parties to
the retention of a quality education
system should be a vital
component in making the decision.
The indiscriminate cuts to the
education system announced in
October’s budget and the
moratorium on the filling of
essential management posts in
schools and colleges announced in
March will have a devastating effect
on a system that is already clearly
under-funded.

The opportunities denied to our
children cannot be restored next
year or the following year. Each
child’s opportunity comes only
once, and the educational
opportunity of today’s children is
being seriously damaged. Our
children cannot wait until the
economy recovers from the
damage done by this government’s
ineptitude.

Despite the magnitude of the
damage done to it over the past
nine months our education system
faces even greater challenges in the
coming year.The retention of
teachers and lecturers essential to
the education system must be a
priority. There must also be a
commitment to invest now in
building new skills that will put us
in the strongest possible position
as the economy recovers. Skills to
support the development of new
industries and services will
determine whether we are ready

to gain competitive advantage
when economic growth resumes.

As a first step in our opposition to
any move to further asset- strip
the system and to ensure adequate
investment in the re-skilling of the
new un-employed we must ensure
that for the forthcoming elections
we lend our support only to those
candidates who give an
unequivocal undertaking to protect
and support the education system
and especially those most
vulnerable and disadvantaged in
our communities.

Don Ryan, TUI President

AWord from
The President

TUI PRESIDENT, DON RYAN SCHOOLS UNITED RALLY

Make�your vote�count
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14th May 2009

Dear Candidate,
You will be aware that the Government
has over the past year introduced a
number of significant cuts in overall
education spending. TUI believes that
these Budget cuts will have a
disproportionate effect on the more
disadvantaged in our society. Regrettably,
the disadvantaged are the least able to
cope with any reduction in the level of
education provision or with additional
costs being imposed on them.They will
inevitably suffer the most in the short
term and in the long term as a
consequence of the cutbacks.

In your capacity as a Candidate for the
forthcoming election, I wish to put to you
a number of questions, (see attached) and

I would appreciate your response to
them no later than 12 noon on Tuesday
19th May 2009. The questions are short
and I believe all are amenable to a
straightforward “yes” or “no” answer. I
would ask that you respond in this
manner.

It is the intention of the Union to
publicise amongst its membership the
responses to the questions and to ask our
members to take these views into
account when casting their vote in the
forthcoming elections on 5th June 2009.

I enclose, for your information, a list of
the cutbacks in education made in the
2008/09 budgets, which will have an
extremely negative effect on the level of
and overall quality of service provision at
all levels of education.

Authorities such as the OECD have
expressed the view that spending on
education should be regarded as an
investment. It follows, therefore, that
education should be exempt from
cutbacks in spending, even in the grim
financial circumstances in which Ireland
now finds itself. Many others share this
view with the TUI.

We are talking about the service available
to the young people and adult learners of
the nation.We are not talking about the
pay and conditions of teachers.

I look forward to receiving your response
prior to 12noon on Tuesday 19th May
2009.

Yours sincerely,

Peter MacMenamin, General Secretary

In order to highlight the unacceptable cutbacks in education, TUI sent a short questionnaire
to candidates in the forthcoming European, local and bye elections in Dublin South and
Dublin Central.

In respect of the local elections the questionnaire was sent to candidates seeking election to
county councils and city councils only. Every effort was made to ascertain the email
addresses of the candidates in the above elections.*

* TUI was able to obtain email addresses for party candidates from the political parties concerned. The union found it very difficult to obtain the email
addresses of non party and independent candidates, as there is no requirement for candidates to give their email addresses to the returning officers .

Questions for “Yes” or “No” Response

1. Do you believe that a well educated workforce is essential for the future development of the economy?
Yes □ No □

2. Do you believe that spending in frontline services should be regarded as an investment?
Yes □ No □

3. Do you agree with the frontline education service being exempted from spending cuts in the public services?
Yes □ No □

4. Will you commit to opposing cuts in the frontline education services if you are elected?
Yes □ No □

5. If elected will you commit to seeking to reverse cuts already announced in front line education services in
the 2008/2009 Budget?
Yes □ No □

Make�your vote�count

TO: Each Candidate in all Local Elections /
European Elections / Dáil Bye-Elections
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THE CUTBACKS

School Capital budget down by €5m

Teacher numbers:
• Increased pupil teacher ratio

• Cap of 2 Language support teachers

• Posts to non-DEIS schools withdrawn

• Moratorium on appointments and promotions

Substitution cover significantly reduced

Withdrawal of /Reduction in School Funding :
Subjects grants: Home Economics; Physics and Chemistry

Programmes grants: Junior Certificate Schools
Programme; Leaving Certificate Applied Programme;
Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme;TransitionYear

Other grants: Funding for Travellers; Funding for
non - DEIS schools; School book aid to non - DEIS schools;
Library grants

Other increases: State Examinations up by 8%; School
transport charges increased to annual fee - €300 per student
(up by €142 junior cycle;€66 senior cycle); Funding for School
Completion Programme reduced

Higher Education
• Payroll reduced by circa 7%
• Increased student registration fee (€900)
• No increases in student maintenance grants
• Reductions in Strategic Innovation Fund
• Moritorium on appointments and promotions

Adult and Further Education
• Non-pay grant grants reduced by 5%
• Reduction of 500 places on the Back to Education Initiative
• Reduction of 100 places in Senior Traveller Training Centres

THE IMPACT
• No repair / improvement in facilities
• Overcrowded or substandard conditions

• Most schools lose up to 1.5 teachers; some schools lose in
excess of 3 teachers

• Increased class size
• Subject options more limited
• Leaving Certificate Applied, Junior Cert Schools Programme

and TransitionYear are likely to be curtailed
• Pastoral care, tutorial and guidance support and personal

attention to students curtailed
• Increased risk of drop out and early school leaving
• Progression to third level and work more restricted
• Increasingly difficult to run schools effectively

• Classes unattended on a regular basis
• Extra curricular activities (eg sports, drama, debating)

severely restricted.

• Loss of €20,000 or more in day to day budgets
• Access to basic materials and resources for learning

curtailed
• Some students will not have the books required
• Increased risk of drop out and early leaving
• Significant additional cost to parents of up to and over €500

per child

• Limited capacity to respond to the current economic crisis
• Subject/electives curtailed
• Classes amalgamated / Reduced provision for specialisms
• Class contact time and content reduced
• Lab and practical work restricted
• Tutorials and individual support curtailed
• Less capacity to provide access supports (eg special needs)
• Increased cost to families
• Capacity to lead innovation restricted
• Increasingly difficult to run colleges effectively

• Reduction in the number of courses
• Capacity to meet the needs of the unemployed restricted
• Disadvantaged groups most vulnerable
• Delivery in outreach locations curtailed
• Inadequate information to learners – low participation rates
• Essential supports withdrawn - childcare, disability and

guidance

The Education Cuts ………How will they impact?

Make�your vote�count


